
During the webinar, we will conduct interactive live polls and invite you to answer a few questions. These 

polls are part of a social sciences study which seeks to improve ethical practices and animal welfare in 

research. Participation in the polls is voluntary and anonymous. All data will be handled confidentially, stored 

securely, and published only in aggregated, non-identifiable form. Taking part in the polls indicates that you 

give permission for your data to be incorporated into this study. For further information, please consult the 

content below: 

 
Participant information letter: Webinar 
 
 

1. Research project title 
Preventing and treating compassion fatigue to support 3R implementation 
 

2. Invitation 
Dear Madam, dear Sir, 

 

We would like to invite you to take part in our research study. Your participation is voluntary and confidential. 

All data collected are subject to strict data protection regulations. Before you decide, it is important that you 

gain full understanding about why this study is being done and what it may involve for you. Please take 

some time to read this information sheet, and discuss it with others if you wish. If there is anything that is 

not clear, or if you would like more information, please ask us.  

 
3. Who are we and why are we conducting this study? 

We are a multidisciplinary team aiming to measure the impact of a compassion fatigue teaching intervention 

on those involved in animal research in Switzerland. The research team is mainly located at the Institute for 

Biomedical Ethics at the University of Basel (IBMB. This study is part of a broader research project, which 

is financed by the Swiss National Science Foundation (SNSF) - National Research Program 79: “Advancing 

3R – Animal, Science and Society”. The results of this study will be used to facilitate the implementation of 

3Rs methods in Switzerland.  

 

 
4. Why have you been invited to take part in this study? 

You have been contacted because you are either a researcher experienced in animal research, a member 

of staff at an animal facility working in animal experimentation, or a university student who may be involved 

in animal experimentation in the future. 

 
5. Do you have to take part to this study? 

Your participation is entirely voluntary and you have thus no obligation to take part to this study. The decision 

whether to participate or not will remain strictly confidential. If you do decide to participate, you will have to 

formally give your agreement through a written consent form.  

 
6. What will you do if you participate? 

The research method for this study is an anonymised online questionnaire survey. This method allows the 

research team to explore thoughts, feelings and beliefs on culture of care and compassion fatigue with 

personal questions and experiences. 

 

As a participant, we are asking you to: 

Listen to the webinar series 

Participate in the webinar by answering poll questions 

Complete a short evaluation at the end of the webinar series. 

 



7. What are the possible risks and benefits of your participation? 
There is no direct benefit from participating in this study. However, your participation will positively contribute 

to your working community. Indeed, you will provide insights that can help to foster a better implementation 

of ethical, animal protection and welfare measures in animal research, a recurrent concern in the Swiss 

society.  

As with all electronic data, we cannot eliminate risks of data leakage. Nevertheless, every effort is being 

made to reduce those risks to a minimum.  Some of the themes discussed are related to trauma or animal 

suffering which some participants may find upsetting.  

 

 
8. What will happen with the results of this study? 

All data collected from you are processed in accordance with the Basel-Stadt data policy and will be stored 

for 5 years after the completion of the project in a restricted-access folder located on the secure server of 

the IBMB, whose access is only granted to authorized members. All persons who have access to participant 

data within the framework of the project are subject to confidentiality requirements.  

 

Your data will be aggregated with the data from other participants and this will be analyzed and used to 

produce a manuscript. This will be published and will be available to help improve the implementation of the 

3R in animal experimentation in Switzerland. Please note that there are no individual results. Your survey 

data will be deposited on an open-access data repository, only if you consent to its secondary use. For 

outsiders, it will be impossible to identify you at any moment. 

 
 

9. Who should you contact for further information? 
 

Aoife Milford, PhD student  

Institute for Biomedical Ethics, University of Basel, Switzerland 

Email: aoife.milford@unibas.ch; Tel: +41 61 207 17 86 

mailto:aoife.milford@unibas.ch

